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Religious Education enables children to understand about different 

religions and how they are embedded within society and culture. RE is 

taught using the ‘Discovery RE’ scheme. It adapts an enquiry-based 

approach to teaching and learning.

At Abbots Green Religious Education is taught weekly and builds on the 

children’s prior learning in the subject each week. Each unit is taught in 

half termly blocks, learning about Christianity over three blocks and one 

other one other principal religion for a further three blocks such as Islam, 
Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism. 

Each year the children build upon their prior knowledge of Christianity 

and throughout their time at Abbots Green will cover all the other 

principal religions.
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Aims of teaching Religious Education:

To explore the world of religion in terms of special people, books, times, places and 

objects, and by visiting places of worship.

To enrich children’s understanding of religion through visits to places of worship, 

exploring artefacts and listening to stories.

To learn about different religious celebrations.

To learn about different beliefs about God and the world around them.

To learn about Christianity and other religions, recognising the impact of religion and 

beliefs both locally and globally.

To learn and understand the importance and value of religion and beliefs for some 

children and their families.

To learn to consider their own beliefs and values, and those of others.

To develop children’s subject specific vocabulary.

To develop children’s critical thinking, equipping pupils to consider beliefs and positions 

they encounter.

We believe that children learn best when they are enthused and inspired by a real 

purpose. Therefore, medium term plans are often based around a key question and each 

lesson will lend itself to the overarching question. An example of a key question could 

be: Does God want Christians to look after the world? This is then explored throughout 

the subject and children develop their knowledge and understanding through various 

ways.
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Early Years

In Early Years, children are encouraged to develop their understanding of 

Religious Education through the world around them. Children’s 

understanding of the world is developed through our curriculum having been 

designed carefully, children are able to make sense of the world and 
community around them and experience different places and cultures as 

part of this. 

Children will:

• Understand that some places are special to members of their community. 

• Name and explain the purpose of places of worship and places of local 

importance to the community to children, drawing on their own 

experiences where possible. 
• Experience places of worship and places of local importance to 

the community. 

• Experience visitors from different religious and cultural communities to 

share their experiences with children. Recognise that people have 

different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.
• Children will begin to build a rich bank of vocab with which to describe 

their own lives and the lives of others. 
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Below is a grid which shows the planning of the Discovery Curriculum 

over the year. Planning is delivered through the 4 step enquiry approach.  
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Assessment
Assessment is completed at the end of each unit by the teacher. 

Each child is assessed on the Discovery RE Tracking grid. KS2 may use 

pupil self-assessment sheets in addition to the teacher assessment. 

Tracking Grid.

Pupil Self-Assessment 
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Implementation



Our knowledge rich and vocabulary rich curriculum, and skills provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
strategically supports learning through careful mapping of content in all phases of the school, including 
Nursery. Modules have been mapped carefully to ensure children are continuously building upon prior 
knowledge and vocabulary. Christianity is taught in every year group and by the end of Year 6 all children 
will have experienced an additional religion.
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Autumn Aut 1 Aut 2

Nursery Christianity/Judaism Christianity

Rec Christianity/Judaism Christianity

Year 1 Christianity Christianity

Year 2 Christianity Christianity

Year 3 Hinduism-Diwali Christianity

Year 4 Buddhism Christianity

Year 5 Sikhism Christianity

Year 6 Islam Christianity
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Spring Spr 1 Spr 2

Nursery Hinduism Christianity

Rec Hinduism Christianity

Year 1 Christianity Christianity

Year 2 Judaism Christianity

Year 3 Christianity Christianity

Year 4 Buddhism Christianity

Year 5 Sikhism Christianity

Year 6 Christianity Christianity
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Summer Sum 1 Sum 2

Nursery Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism, Islam Christianity, Islam and Judaism

Rec Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism Christianity, Islam and Judaism

Year 1 Judaism Judaism

Year 2 Judaism Judaism

Year 3 Hinduism Hinduism

Year 4 Buddhism Christianity

Year 5 Sikhism Christianity

Year 6 Islam – bigger enquiry over whole 

Summer term.



To enhance the children’s development and understanding in Religious 
Education we provide them with exciting opportunities from our 
Abbots 50.
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Year group RE

Reception Visit a Christian church to sing Christmas carols.

1 Children will be introduced to Judaism and take part in a 
Shabbat feast. 

2 Children will look at kindness and how this is reflected 
within Christianity. 

3 Children will experience different celebrations throughout 
Hinduism. 

4 Children will be introduced to Buddhism. 

5 Children will be introduced to Sikhism. 

6 Children will develop their understanding of Islam.  
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Pupil book study
Pupil book study allow us to evaluate and improve teaching and learning 
through using pupil dialogue and their books. It provides an opportunity for 

children to share their knowledge by talking through the journey of their 

learning. Also, it acts as a CPD tool allowing staff to see where good practice 

is.
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EYFS

Children are learning about RE in Nursery and Reception which allows pupils to 

develop their oracy, ask great questions and become inquisitive about religion and 

the world around us. 
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Year 1

Year 1 enjoying a 

Shabbat feast! 

Thoughts and reflections 

about The Creation Story. 
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Year 2
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Year 3
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Year 4
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Year 5
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Year 6


